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The El Paso Law School Campaign
The League of Latin American Citizens (LULAC) calls for the need to establish a law school in El Paso to increase the legal expertise and serve the community better. LULAC is the largest civil right association in the US founded in 1920 (GARCÍA, 2016). According to the LULAC president, it is a pity to the community that every time one needs to study law has to go to Austin, St. Mary's or Baylor. The league is trying to mobilize community support and to talk to city leaders, UTEP (University of Texas-El Paso) and the bar association. Yes, the campaign is on, but we need to answer the question of whether the borderland deserves to have a law school. In April 2019 on the hearing of the petition bill sponsored by Lina Ortega, the house committee for higher education unanimously voted in favor of the bill. Although there is a long way to go, this was a very crucial step in the process (Gonzalez et al., 2019). Evidently, such a decision by the legislative house committee for higher education will help propel the bill in the senate.    
I wholesomely support the agenda to establish a law school in El Paso. The league aims to have it funded by state legislation. However, according to local legislative members, it would require new appropriations before getting any funding. In addition, it requires a lot of financial support from the local business community and the university to start the project and obtain the necessary funding from the government. Despite the challenges, the course is worth fighting for.
Firstly, El Paso is the 6th largest city in Texas with a population of approximately 682,000 people. All the other large cities have law schools, Houston 3, San Antonio, Dallas, Austin and Fort Worth. Other cities like Waco and Lubbock with a population of approximately 138, 000 and 255,000 respectively have law schools established within the cities. In comparison to a town with a population of over 682,000, almost five times the population of Waco is still in the current state. The large population, with proper planning, calls for the availability of such a facility without having to petition.
Secondly, in the perspective of attorney number to cities population, El Paso is still lagging behind. For example, the current attorney to population for Austin is one attorney for every 170 people (Gonzalez et al., 2019). On the other hand, at El Paso, the ratio is one attorney for every 650 people. The reason behind this discrepancy I feel is down to lack of a law school in El Paso City. The establishment of the institution would encourage many to study and practice in their city helping to reduce the discrepancy and supply enough personnel for the city's federal courthouse, county courthouse and immigration courts.
Thirdly, as noted by the LULAC president, the high population in El Paso deserves a law school basically because there are a lot of students who would wish to study law but moving to these other cities remain a challenge to them. The distance from El Paso and these other law schools is very huge. For instance, the distance to Albuquerque, the nearest law school, is 282 miles, Baylor is 650 miles, and Austin is 576 miles away. Sometimes the financial burden for upkeep in these towns hinders many from pursuing their dream career. There are still about ten average law schools in the city, six public and four private. However, the agenda of the petition is to have an internationally competitive School for the community. 
In the famous LULAC vs. Richardslaw suit in 1991 where a petition was launched to address the state of funding for higher education in Texas especially for Hispanic American students who form the majority of the population in the southern state of Texas, unfairness in resource allocations was evident (GARCÍA, 2016).  LULAC won the case and funding was improved. More so the current situation, lack of a quality law school, is a consequence of the exposed biasness hence it is high time the residents El Paso to be considered with the same seriousness as other residents of Texas State and citizens of the greater US.
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